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King finds himself as well established in a few months as if
he had never left France."
"What of your own position?"
"The confidence and kindness of the King surpass all my
hopes."
"Now let us talk of our own affairs; they must be concluded
here."
"That depends upon Your Majesty. They will be con-
cluded promptly and happily if Your Majesty will show the
same nobility and greatness of soul that you showed in
France."
"But everyone must follow the rule of expediency."
"And everyone must obtain his rights."
"I shall keep what I have occupied."
"Your Majesty will want to keep only what legitimately
belongs to you."
"I am in agreement with the other great powers."
"I do not know whether Your Majesty includes France
among these powers."
"Yes, certainly; but if you do not want everyone to be
guided by expediency, where do you stand?"
"I place rights above expediency."
"What is expedient for Europe is right."
"Sire, these words are not yours; they are strangers which
your heart denies."
"No, I repeat: what is expedient for Europe is right."
Thereupon I turned toward the wall, which was near me;
I leaned my head on it, and, striking the wainscotting, I cried
out: "Europe! Unfortunate Europe." Then, turning back to
the Emperor: "Shall it be said," I asked him, "that you have
destroyed it?"
He replied: "Rather a war than to give up what I have
occupied."
I let my arms fall; and, in the grieved but decisive attitude
of a man who seemed to say, the fault will not be ours, I
remained silent.. For several moments the Emperor did not
break the silence; then he repeated:
'Tes, rather a war." I kept the same-attitude, Then, lifting
his hands and waving them about as I had never seen him do
before, in a manner which reminded me of the concluding